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What is history?

Key skills and concepts for your high 
school history journey.

Norman Conquest
Learn how Anglo-Saxon England 

became Norman England. How did 
it change England?

Medieval life and kingship
Could medieval kings do whatever 

they wanted? How did ordinary 
people live?

A Victorian Childhood
What was life like for ordinary 
Victorian children ? This unit 

supports your study of poetry in 
English this term.

The Silk Roads
The Silk Roads were a sophisticated 
network of trade routes spreading 
goods, ideas and religions around 
the world, changing it forever.

Tudor and Stuart Exploration
Discover how the world became 

explored and connected during the 
early modern period.

The history of India
Discover India before it was made a 
part of the British Empire, and the 

impact that empire had.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade
What was Africa like before the 

slave trade? How was this terrible 
trade justified by those involved?.

1920s and 1930s America
In English you will study ‘Of Mice 
and Men’.  We will discover why 

America was suffering at this time.

Civil Rights in  America
We will study how and why America 

has had a history of racism and 
inequality, and how black people 

fought for their rights.

Civil Rights in Britain
Why is the British civil rights 

movement less well known than 
that of the USA?

The history of Stradbroke
Can we discover and tell stories of 

our own local history?

The First World War
The ‘Great War’ – how and why did 

the World go to war?

WW2 and the Holocaust
How did the First World War lead to 
the Second? How did the Holocaust 

happen?

The Cold War
Why were America and Russia 

locked in a war of ideas from the 
Second World War until 1991? This 

unit considers the different 
ideologies, political movements and 

conflicts of the 20th Century – the 
echoes of which are still to be found 

in today’s international relations!

Victorian Industry & domestic life
We will investigate the contextual 

history behind ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’, a key English GCSE text.

Jacobean England
For GCSE English you will study 

Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. We will 
find out why Jacobean England was 

so scared of witchcraft!

GCSE HISTORY
Anglo Saxon and Norman England

Anglo Saxon England and the 
conquest of 1066
William in power 1066-1087
Norman England 1066-1088

GCSE HISTORY
Superpower Relations and the Cold 

War
The origins of the Cold War
The Crises of the Cold War
How did the Cold War come to 
an end?

GCSE HISTORY
Medicine through time

Medicine and surgery in the 
medieval, Renaissance, Industrial 
and modern periods
Special study: the injuries and 
treatments suffered in the 
British Sector of the Western 
Front

GCSE HISTORY
America at Home and Abroad: 

1954-1975
The early Civil Rights movement
The rise of Black Power
The Vietnam War: why, how, 
where, when, and how did 
Americans at home respond?

What skills do we develop in History?
You will learn to apply critical reasoning and analysis including the 
capacity for solving problems and thinking creatively. History is an 

intellectually rigorous subject and thus you will develop independence 
and the ability to conduct independent research.

Why do we study History?
It is impossible to fully understand the world we live in without 

understanding its history.  Every aspect of our lives today is a product of 
what has happened in the past.  Politics, geography, society, medicine, 

the arts, music, education... All are a result of our history!

History is valued by employers and can help lead to a career as a: Lawyer or Barrister, Heritage Manager, Journalist, Politics, Archaeologist, Teacher, Museum Curator, 
Researcher, Scriptwriter, Actor, Archivist, Marketing Executive, Detective Sergeant, Police Officer, Editorial Assistant,  Television and Film production, Civil Servant and more...
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