
KS3 Creative Writing - Assessment Grading 

KS3 
Grade 

KS3 Skills that are required for each grade: Comments: 

Grade 
6 
 
 
 
 
 

• Your writing has clearly met the task (a narrative, a description, a monologue, a letter, a speech, a 
newspaper article, a leaflet). Your reader remains interested throughout your writing.   

• Your writing shows an awareness of your intended reader. This means that you have adapted your use of 
language and if appropriate adapted your layout.  

• Your ideas are not predictable and are developed.  

• You have used a range of structural devices.  

• You have clearly used paragraphing for effect at least twice within your piece.  

• Ambitious vocabulary and a range of devices are used throughout to create your intended effect.  

• You have consciously used a range of sentence forms for effect throughout your writing. 

• You have used at least 6 different forms of punctuation in your writing. 

• Your writing is sustained over one and a half to two pages.  

 

Grade 
5 

(+ @ -) 
 
 
 
 
 

• Your writing has met the task (a narrative, a description, a monologue, a letter, a speech, a newspaper 
article, a leaflet). The reader is interested in what you have written.  

• Your writing shows an understanding of your intended reader. This means that you have generally 
adapted your use of language and if appropriate adapted your layout. 

• Your ideas are not predictable and are developed.  

• Ambitious vocabulary and a range of devices are used at times to create your intended effect.  

• You have used at least three structural devices clearly for effect.  

• You have used paragraphing for effect at least twice within your piece.  

• You have clearly used a range of sentence forms for effect throughout your writing. 

• You have used at least 5 different forms of punctuation in your writing. 

• Your writing is sustained over one and a half to two pages. 

 

Grade 
4 

(+ @ -) 
 
 
 
 
 

• Your writing shows an understanding of the task: narratives move too quickly: descriptions show a 
tendency towards narrative. The reader is interested in some of what you have written.  

• Your writing shows an understanding of your intended reader. This means that you have some 
adaptation of language and (if appropriate) layout.  

• In a narrative or description, words and language are used to create effect and atmosphere. 

• In non-fiction writing there is a tendency to overuse devices which restricts their impact.  

• You have used at least two structural devices clearly for effect.  

• You have used a range of sentence forms throughout your writing. 

• You have used paragraphing for effect at least once within your piece.  

• You have used at least 4 different forms of punctuation in your writing. 

• Your writing is sustained over one and a half to two pages. 

 



Grade 
3 

(+ @ -) 
 
 
 
 
 

•  Your writing shows some understanding of the task with sections that are clearly adapted to suit the 
purpose (a description, a narrative, a monologue, a letter, a speech, a newspaper article, a leaflet). 

• You have included several different ideas. 

• Your writing is inconsistent; you are not sustaining your use of language or tone. 

• You are attempting to use vocabulary for effect. 

• There is some evidence that you are using structure for effect. 

• There is evidence that you have tried to use paragraphing for effect.  

• You have used at least 3 different forms of punctuation in your writing. 

• You have used at least two short sentences for effect. (5 words or less) 

• Your writing is possibly too short, not reaching one and a half pages. 

 

Grade 
2 

(+ @ -) 
 
 
 

 

• Your writing contains two or more relevant ideas to the task (a description, a narrative, a monologue, a 
letter, a speech, a newspaper article, a leaflet). 

• You have tried to create imagery in your writing, but it is rather predictable.  

• You have chosen to use several words for effect. 

• You have linked your ideas. 

• You have used paragraphs. 

• You have attempted to use a variety of punctuation in your writing, not always accurately. 

• You have used at least one short sentence for effect. (5 words or less) 

• Your writing is chronological or follows a very simple structure. Your writing is short. 

 

Grade 
1 

(+ @ -) 
 

 
 

• Your writing contains one or more relevant ideas to the task (a description, a narrative, a monologue, a 
letter, a speech, a newspaper article, a leaflet). 

• You have used simple or basic vocabulary, but there is evidence that you have chosen language for 
effect. 

• You have not developed or linked any of your ideas. 

• There is no evidence of paragraphs.  

• You have used some punctuation in your writing. Sentence punctuation is mostly accurate.  

• Your writing is very short. 
 

 

Working 
towards 

 
(W1, 
W2, 
W3) 

• Your writing contains one idea, which is not relevant to the task. 

• You have used very simple vocabulary. 

• There is no evidence that you have used language for effect. 

• The structure is disorganised; your sentences are not linked or sequenced in any order. 

• The meaning is not clear in your writing. 

• You have not used paragraphs. 

• There is little or no sentence punctuation in your writing.  

• Your writing is extremely short. 
 

 



 


